THE CONFERENCE

Dearest Friends,

The conference held at Rocca San Giovanni, Chieti Province, this past November 27 (forgive me for the lateness of this newsletter) was a great success (thanks to the organizers). We were more than 70 (many more than the capacity) in the olive press which hosted us. The beginning of the conference was fascinating: around and near us were the olives which entered into the olive press, the grinders which turned, the presses that squeezed, and then the oil which flowed out abundantly, fragrant and tasty. It was a scene from other times and of today which illustrated the theme of the conference together with the new wine: “Province of Chieti: Oil and Wine as in the Parable of the Good Samaritan”. For the first time Assisi Pax did something by means of a necessity which is that of the re-evaluation of the immense agricultural possibilities of an Italian province within the crisis itself. We wanted to give an example of how to join healthy economy and peace.

I won’t make a list of the talks and personalities which you may find on our website under the heading “Dal mondo di Assisi Pax” (“From the World of Assisi Pax”), but I wish only to pass on to all of you a feeling and a will of commitment so that each one of you may enter into the social, economic and any other basic themes which level the way to that wellbeing which is not luxury and which, as such, lead to situations of peace. The reminder of the parable of the Good Samaritan has offered the spiritual dimension which justifies a wealth open to the needs of those who suffer or are beaten down by life. The Samaritan took care of a stranger of another race and another creed, offering oil and wine (to heal the wounds) and then his money so that the stricken man could be cared for. Hence, oil and wine are the fruits of work, and money is the earnings obtained from work. Read again the parable in the Gospel according to St. Luke, chapter 10, verses 25 to 37.
With interest we listened to the presenters who illustrated situations and possible remedies for the recovery of a suitable and specialized agriculture, and we have welcomed assessments and pledges from the politicians present who are directly responsible for the territory. But we have done still another thing and that is the pledge taken by each one to bring at least some accomplishment to the next conference in Spring 2010. Assisi Pax will press for the various steps with demanding attention. Can we say that if there are roses they will bloom? Certainly.

A typical country supper of past times has rejuvenated the good flavors which could be presented again among the specialty products which are offered. 

Once again a reminder, in anticipation of giving you more insights, of the Christmas party in Assisi (December 19-20), in which we will also talk about the benefit initiatives which we will soon carry out.

May God bless you.

Fr. GianMaria Polidoro, ofm
Translated by Sr. Theresa Colbert, fmij
